
NERAASA 2017 GSR Roundtable Report Back 
 
Hello my name is Shannon and I’m an alcoholic . I am from Area 13, which is Washington DC, 
am the GSR for the BYOL Group and the secretary for District 2. This weekend i had the 
privilege of serving as recorder for the GSR Roundtable. 
 
We had approximately 80 GSRs and alternates in attendance and our roundtable was 
moderated by Amy C, Past Delegate from Area 13. To begin our discussion, Amy distributed 
GSR and AA Group pamphlets and highlighted several important points from these as well as 
the AA Service Manual. We also gathered an email list in order to facilitate the sharing of 
information beyond this weekend. 
 
The overarching theme of our discussion was communication. On the first night we discussed 
challenges and issues we face as GSRs which include: 

● Lack of group interest in area service 
● An overwhelming amount of new information to absorb 
● Lack of GSR participation 
● How to honor the principle of rotation 

 
We also shared solutions on how to communicate more effectively with our groups including:  

● Creating a separate bulletin board highlighting area service 
● Conducting GSR schools, workshops and training 
● Stressing the importance of concept 1 to our groups 
● Remembering attraction rather than promotion 

 
Rather than combine the DCM and GSR Roundtable, we developed questions for discussion 
amongst the DCMs on the first night, and answered the questions they generated for us on the 
following night. Again the theme was communication, emphasis on two-way. 
 
Answering these DCM questions together generated a robust discussion on how we (the GSRs 
and DCMs) can assist each other in the flow of information from the groups to area and back 
again. Suggestions to encourage further GSR engagement included: 

● Conduct service manual studies or workshops 
● Study concept and traditions at district meetings 
● Encourage GSRs to fill a car and visit area meetings together to encourage service 
● Further use of technology such as google groups or electronic sharing of documents 

It was exciting to hear that numerous areas already conduct many of the activities suggested. 
 
Our roundtable generated many great ideas on how to better serve our districts and our groups. 
I look forward to continuing this conversation with my fellow GSRs beyond NERAASA and thank 
you for allowing me to be of service.  
 
 


